ships they have, a little at a time. At present this only opens
the way for a few ancient Russian or Turkish battleships and
heavy cruisers, but it keeps the door to the seven seas open if
Russia ever decides to build a great fleet again, at Odessa.

While the Great Powers of Europe manoeuvred and bluffed
in the bedrooms of the Montreux Palace Hotel, I rowed and
swam on the lake during the day and came back in the after-
noon to write. In the evenings I lay, at peace with the world,
and read A Farewell to Arms, for here in Montreux were played
the last scenes of the tragedy that Ernest Hemingway told. The
Chateau Chatelard, that he described, stood on the hillside
above Montreux and supplied that excellent wine of which I
told you earlier. And along the lakeside was the old Castle of
Chillon, where Byron's prisoner spent seven years chained to
his stake, and one day, when the sparring for position had ex-
hausted the chanceries of half a dozen capitals, the whole con-
ference went along there, drank the wine of Montreux and
Villeneuve, ate sandwiches and cakes, and listened to the songs
and watched the dances of a group of Vaudoises, in the costume
of the district. The Vaudoises are renowned in Switzerland for
their looks, and justly so. It was a marvellous afternoon. To
see Litvinoff and Paul-Boncour and Sato of Japan and the agile
Rushdi Aras and tall Lord Stanley, surrounded by their delega-
tions and the world's newspapermen and Vaudoises, sitting all
together in that magnificent banqueting hall, with wine flowing
as wine should, and everybody in high spirits, was to see a
vision of what conferences should be.

Sometimes I took leave of the lake for a day and travelled
round the lake to Geneva, at the other end, where strange and
historic things were happening.

An Empire had crashed; I saw the Negus, a figure of extra-
ordinary dignity, and he made his eloquent plea that the world
that had espoused his cause should not desert him. The same
day the League pronounced the funeral oration on the first
attempt in history to defeat aggression by the united action of
the world against an aggressor. It was a cause that had stirred
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